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Mo two kitchen islands are the same but all car
enhance your kitchen exponentially. Here are four
each with its own island magic.

k1 ECT Dscamber 2009

"I know an islaasand . ., ” Back in the day, these
words [together with a visual of a vivid green lime)
evoked a tropical paradise. But there are islands—and
then there are islands Here vou'll gt o Knosw Bonar Lt
youl don't feed 1o leave home o 1 Y,

A recent survey by 115'!u]|'!|‘.'|'u‘ Rl etfed m A AT
found that the demand for kitchien islands memains
siroak. fust as with tropical ones, the crowd wants o
g0 there, Yet some narmow kitchens don't offer enough
clearance 1o accommodate an island: ditto, some with
penknsalas. But if vour kitchen can accommodate one
o youl think it can, consider what these beauties offer
Crur choices showcase both stylistic and functional
ideas, Those shown have generous dimensions, but
scalod-down versions can still offer multiple benefits
Which island destinations call to you?

by Nena Donovan Levine



block can be wheeled wherever needed. Ceilings soar to nearly 10 feet
in this Westport kitchen by Jason Landay of Amazing Spaces LLC in
Briarchiff Manor, N.Y.

As with any worthwhile destination, getting the lay of this land takes
time, Each istand bocale supports its own activities. Clean-up and prep
work ane done at the copper countentop, with its integral sink and back
splash. The top has a raised (or “drip”} odge 1o prevent spills. Below
are stained, glared maple cabinets from Heirdloom Cabinetry, which
custonm-made all the cabinetry. Landau added a base with an arched
valance to the gink cabinet, sending a furniture message while still pro
viding a comiortable, recessed toe-kick area for the dish washer,

A 48-inch-high cherry cabinet behind the sink shickds it from the
room. The cabinet and its matching wood top are finished with a pale
Pty -groc slain. Cabinet dowors af one end are fted with ankiguse ronze
wire mesh, while o swiveling TV pops up fram the pther end of this hong,
farmow picce lor casy viewing, A dark-stalned walm breakfast bar com
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jprises another tier, its friendly L-shape viing bots of e,

A hand-patated furniture piece sits i a right angle to the sink
cabinet, offering 9 feet of deep sorage. What Jook like carvings on its
door paneis are actually trompe-Toeil garlands, ane of several faux
painted details,

The homeowners wanted the kitchen to project a European baile-
up-over-time ambience, and that wish drove design choices for the
island, oo, Asymmetry and (the seeming) pating of age deceive you,
because its all new comstrsction.

Hart Island

“White capped with green” describes the winter scene outside the
bay window; as well as the kland inside. Mordie 'White is the Wioaod
Mode finish, Morth Granby the location. Yet there is nothing chilly
about the kitchen shown below, nor about its island centerpioce
Rather, the istand s crisply architectwral, bright and intriguing,
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An architectural column
that conceals a load-bear-
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block can be wheeled wherever needed. Ceilings soar to nearly 10 feet
in this Westport kKitchen by Jason Landsu of Amaring spaces LLC in
Bersarctifl Mansr, Y.

As with any worthwhile destination, gefting the bay of this land takes
time, Each island bocale supports its own activities. Clean-up and prep
work are done at the copper countertop, with its integral sink and back
'\-|.l|.h|'| The top has a mised (or '|Ir|lr'-'; i_'\-;!!_ll_' o prevend spibls. Hebow
are stained, plared maple cabinets from Heirloom Cabinetr ¥ whikch
custorn-made all the cabinetry, Landau added o base with an arched
valance to the sink cabanet, sending a furniture message while still pro
viding a comfortable, recessed toe-kick area for the dish washer.

A 48-inch-high cherry cabinet behdnd the sink shields it from the
rocim. The cabinet and s matching wood top are fnished with o pale
pulty-green stain. Cabinet doorsat ane end ane fitted with antique bronze
wire mesh, whike a swiveling TV pops up from the other end of this long

narmw peoce for casy vicwing. A dark -stained walut breakiass bar com
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prises another tier, its friendly L-shape inviting bots of use

A hand-painted furniture plece sits ot a right angle to the sink
cabinet, nrl:.-nn_u S Beet af |_‘||'|_'=',I storage. What look like cary ings on its
door ]'J.I'.l'l"\. ane actuakly nompss loeil F..ﬁr}.lﬂd:\-\._ one af several faux
pakited details

Ihe homeowners wanted the kitchen to project a European built
up-over-time ambience, and that wish drove design chodces for the
island, too, Asymmetry and (the seeming) patina of age decetve you,
because it all new construction

Hart Island

“White capped with green” describes the winter scene outside the
bay window, as well as the idand inside, Nondic White s the Wood
Siode finish, North Granby the location. Vet there s r||_|I:r|;|1H chally
about the kitchen shown below, nor about its island centerpiece
Rather, the island is crisply anchitectural, bright and intriguing

An architectural column
that conceals a lead-bear-
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First, whak’s up with that column? T Costhaoutis, CED |'\III!II\.-|"J|| il
Helland Kitchens LLC in West Hartford, which created the design, re

calls a respected designer who sadd, "1 you have & flaw; Raint it And 86
a load hearing post becomes a conversation piece, hidden in a squared
column -\.||."~I|::,II wrth beveled '-"Ii!""' 5 and .I;lFl|:-: ol I1Ill=l.|III|£"~ Here it clev
erly howtes electrical outlets and o swatch as well

Homeowners Martha and Richard Hart knew how the island hagl to
function: as prep and work space, buifet serving area and cating spot foa

ks

Ihrn' i ooeded \I_';!]L!_ll_' {[4l; 'H.|I'|-\. W, ||i|."l'\-|l|-.. hakrware, Coo

wiC mals; |_l|'-c'|||' ks, pacls and pencils; and wind. A monwae
in the ksland {nod shown) does not interfere with the cook at the range
Kerala groen gramite tops the multitasking 5-by-6-foot island

Winosl - Mode cabinets in the rabed-panel. Hanoock door style with
beaded-inset constraction read like ..|.I'\-'\-'....|||:| detailed furniture, The
fluted cormer post supporting the breakfast bar and the column cap
tal reinforce that look, as do details throughout, such as the caban
etry hood with keystone surmounting the range. Ceiling height is 92
inches, but the adsacent dining arca {added during the kitchen redo
boasts a cathedral ceiling, so the island basks in some of that glory

Matural-finish oak flooring surrounds Hart Island, while Persian
ruags in redd, black, cream and blue-gray ring it with warmth Ihe Harts
say, “Poople abways gather around the island.” o surprise there

Modern in Meriden
Immsense. How else to describe the kitchen island shown above?
At nearly 13 feet by 4 feets it curves into an embracing surround in

a 400-square-foot Kitchen. It defines the work. area houses storage

it's all about curves snd craftsmanship in this

stuniming ComTE Mo ray island in Meriden.

sl J"IIr'II|J|'||_I_'I| {an electric -_...lL:ull_l |1||_.'\- downddraft exhaos vent),
or all five children and then some. i

17l oy :d-_‘-\. F\,'i.'l'.l.'lllll'\- SCALING
ACCTmindates one, TwWo or maore Cisks

When a fire leveled their home in 2006, the owners warked with
destener loshia Simmons of Sanson Inc, in MNew Brdaln, buillders of

Cusiom |_Ji_|||'_|_'|r:. and sLairs, o -\.:.1".'.EI_II and build a dream kitchen in

their new home. They specified a contemporary European look, in

Cli ||,‘|||'|_l £ .J;;'||'II't doors vemeered 'H.'I'.h '\:‘\.'lll'- ll'I-I:I\.I'".'II red birch, free ol
I

applied detall. Curved panels {the wood is bent B0 créate therm) wrap
k

the front and sldes of the island. All cabinetry received five coats of

urethane, applicd by an expert aulomol ive- paint technmician, and were
buffed with a car budfer, Sanson buailt the island cabinets at thear ‘\-|'.I‘-|‘-
anseil ||-.|-|.!¢ them into the curve on-site.
e island op s two dabs of Créme Bordeaux graniie, joimied
almost invisibly, (Simmons describes the conmection as “the bey
oking seam [ have seen.’] An extra deep [14-inch) breakiasl bar
i red —and ol customized SUprprt Seel -il'q.!.h-' brackets are vis

the underside of the granite, buat the bracket arms anached o
the idland front are cleverly hidden bemeath the veneer,
Storgpee on the sands “business”™ side inclodes Blum drawer A

tems for pots and pans; utensils and spices; and dishes in custom cad

dies. All free up wall cabinet SplE and are accessible to the children

The two-tiered ceiling soffit directly above mirnors the island
shape This dramatkc installation feafures ] |I|.'.,|'.|'\-. recessed down
lights and five |-i:.-.».'n-§;.--=. pu:1-.|J|':-.. The saffit, also buik off-site and
rafsed 1o the ceiling using two Sheetrock™ jacks, is secured in place by

15 |

g t||||:'~| .'|.'||,| more than 20 screws -
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